his interest in affairs of State, from which he turned away with relief to devote himself to his favourite pursuits of gardening, alchemy, and astrology. Yet if other qualities predominated in his later years, he must have had some youthful spirit and energy, for we hear of his joining eagerly in an expedition to the Holy Land when a mere boy*
An interesting incident, which gives us a very vivid idea of those stormy days, took place in the year 1444, only a few years after Frederick III had come to the throne of Germany. He was engaged in a troublesome war with the Swiss, and it occurred to him that he might obtain help from his neighbour the King of France. Now it happened at the time that Charles VII was much exercised in mind as to how he could rid his country of the immense companies of mercenary ruffians, who had been engaged to help in the civil wars of France, and who, when not actually engaged in fighting for pay, ravaged and destroyed the land which harboured them. The " Journal d'un Bourgeois de Paris" gives a most terrible account of these bands who robbed and murdered on all sides, " making the land desolate, villages burnt, churches robbed, and everything destroyed . . /' In this application of the Emperor Frederick, King Charles saw his opportunity. He resolved to collect all these " gens terribles, troupeaux de voleurs," and send them to fight against the Swiss, and thus be killed or got rid of, under the command of his son the Dauphin Louis, whose
turbulent spirit required some ^ciive employment.
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